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I remember the heydays, when the State Fair was full every day.
You know, and we had great entertainers who would come to the
State Fair. And one of the funding sources for many, many years
were the horse races at the Lincoln State Fair Park, and it ran
for a...quite a l engthy season, and people that...the people
that came and bet their money there on the horses enjoyed that.
But there is another instance that has come to pass throughout
time. Then the monies that we have used fr om the lottery
proceeds, we' ve changed statutorily the Compulsive Gambling
Fund, we' ve raised that from time to time, and some of you ca n

throughout the state. And horse racing has been something that
has gone sour. It's went south. W hen the people passed this
provision several years ago, the constitutional amendment to
allow us to establish the lottery, if I remember right, it wo n
by quite a margin. But that's about the only form of gaming
that we have in this state, besides the horse racing, which is,
as I said, it's going south, it's not very good anymore. And I
look at Ak-Sar-Ben in its heyday. W e had the chance to sa ve
that particular racetrack about 12 years ago. And I think I' ve

fighting that battle; came in one morning and put up a kill
motion on his own bill, and it passed. That was the end of
that. And I don' t...if that would have...if he would have stuck
to his guns there and got that on the ballot 10-12 years ago, I
don't believe we'd be having that argument...or this argument
today. I'm interested in hearing everyone's opinion on Senator
l.andis' constitutional amendment. We did move i t out of
committee with some committee amendments. And until I can be
persuaded otherwise, I'm g oing to su pport Senator Landis'
amendment to let the people of this state decide whether...

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...they want this. But if the feeling amongst
everyone who i s arguing here today is that they don't want it,
it looks to me like it would probably go d own quite heavily.
But we d on't know that. We don't know that. And the only way
we can find out what the feelings of the people are, if they
truly want to save the State Fair--or help to save it; I don' t
think that's going to do i t entirely. I believe we n eed

remember when we used some of those funds to close the landfills

mentioned this on the floor before. I re member Senat - Hall
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